
PITCH CONTENTS
1. Video Singles Ad

2. Ariel standing by the footage of the Expos taking you through a brief personal history of the team

3. What the documentary will be: shots of Ariel with his bags packed 

TEASER ELEMENTS:

     -    Title page on screen: Ariel Helwani, age, height, weight, : Singles profile.. transition into the testimonial…

· Black backdrop (let’s just look at some singles ads and see how they are done to compare it to.)

· Ariel starts sitting there in a chair

· Then he does the testimonial. Straight on at camera.

· At the Free Agent fan line: Ariel puts on his Expos hat… 

· Transition to History part…

· Ariel standing by video monitor/ or green screen/ or projected behind him… 
· Montreal Expos footage/photos of Ariel plays while he takes us through the story of his connection to the team

· Ariel puts together a list of the shots we would need

· The end will be Ariel talking to the camera. Perhaps even in his room, packing his bags or something like that…

IDEAS

1. Perspective Singles: A page that lists all the MLB teams, but as if they were perspective girls that Ariel could fall in love with. He will at the beginning cross off certain ones because they don’t fit a specific criteria. 

Criteria: 

1. Older than the team

2. A team that never left their fans

3. Nationals: one of the teams Ariel goes to see is the Nationals, just to see if there is any chance that he can fall in love with the team, despite the fact that they changed their name and address. Reason against: In less than a year all the players are gone. Players to talk to: Jamey Carroll, Brian Schneider, Joey Eischen, Livan Hernandez.
4. Brooklyn Dodger fans: To go talk to Brooklyn Dodger fans to seek counseling on how to find love again and how they handled it when the Dodgers moved and how they decided which team to be a fan of. Also talk to Dodger fans that said screw it and never watched baseball again.
5. Talking to an agent

6. Talking to a dating expert

7. Process of writing to the owners, calling the owners, seeing who you can talk to from the team to pitch your services.

8. Section where Ariel talks to former Expos people about what the Expos meant, the journos and former players. Maybe the Mayor of Montreal. Rusty Staub, Gary Carter, Andre Dawson, Tim Raines.

9. Talks to other Expos fans to see how they are handling life without the team.

10. Ariel visits each stadium of the perspective teams. Talk to the fans to see what it means to be a fan of that team. Perhaps with some teams, he would try out being a fan and see what it is like. Like at Yankee Stadium cheering the bleacher bums.

11. Need to find the most extreme fan of every team because that is what he was like with that team. 

12. Meeting the announcers of the team. The voices that he knows are going to keep him company.

13. Talking to the Old School people about why he should love baseball again despite what the game did to him.

14. Ending shot of Ariel at Olympic stadium. The dream was that the Expos would make it to the World Series and would help them survive. Never could see them at Olympic Stadium with his team. So we get into empty Olympic Stadium with Ariel sitting there wearing the new cap of his former team, with his Expos cap there with him

15. Opening shot of empty Olympic stadium and then transition to the glory days.

16. Ariel Personal History w/Expos section: Throughout the film there are sections where Ariel talks about his personal connection to the Expos.

17. Use that analogy of how the fact that when someone dies you want to spend every single moment with them. Ariel watched the Expos like crazy because he didn’t want to miss a moment.
18. Ariel writes up various memories sections. 

19. Cubs: were loveable losers but almost too mainstream

20. Red Sox: the same as the Cubs

21. Yankees: they are like the pretty girl that everyone likes. I don’t want to be like everyone. The money issue bring back too many harsh memory of the Expos

22. All the teams that left other cities. 

ROUGH OUTLINE

I. Date Video

II. Ariel Personal History with the Expos section: Why I Loved Them: Syracuse stuff

III. One last chance view of first love: Ariel goes to DC to see the Nationals to try to see if it is possible if he can love them again just with a different name. He can’t. Goes there and wears all his Expos gear. Realizes that they are not the Expos at all. Maybe somewhere in here Ariel tries to talk to Frank Robinson, at Spring Training… 
IV. Perspective teams section: Ariel going through the teams that he is looking at: In this section, Ariel gives the criteria for what he is looking for in a perspective team to be a fan of
V. Team #1: Ariel goes to visit the first perspective team on Opening Day (or possibly Spring Training..)

VI. Team #2

VII. Date Doctor: After the first two don’t go well, you seek advice from the date doctor.   (something about feeling like you are all alone, and the date doctor says that there are other people out there like you)

VIII. Brooklyn Dodger fan: Advice from the date doctor leads you to the Brooklyn Dodger fan. What did they do and how did they approach things when they lost their team

IX. Team #3

X. Ariel Memory in here

XI. Speed Dating: Ariel goes there to get prepped. The girls are asking Ariel what he does and he is asking them about the team and their history and their fans and their stadium and all that.

XII. Speed Dating Stadiums: Midwest or West Coast or by division   
XIII. Ariel Memory in here

XIV. More Teams

XV. Ariel finds two teams that he likes. Trying to decide between one or the other.

XVI. Ariel goes to a former Expo: Maybe talk to Bill Lee, Warren Cromartie or Tim Raines to try to get their blessing on who to decide. (we don’t know who Ariel picks until the final shot in Olympic stadium)
XVII. Ariel memory about the Expos in the World Series

XVIII. Ariel in Olympic stadium watching the World Series on the big screen or with a little tv or even listening to it on the radio.. we pull out to reveal that he is wearing the hat of the new team that he is the fan of.

XIX. End is up in the air: Ariel could find a new team or decide that the expos will always be the team for him.                     
Memories:

1. First day at school, all alone, I go outside looking for salvation and escape from my loneliness. I see the Expos highlights on the screen and suddenly a sense of warmth runs through my body. I completely forget where I am.

2. Bud Selig announces after the 2001 World Series that 2 teams will be contracted by next year. The Expos are rumored to be one of those teams. I am completely crushed. I make a tribute portrait of the team and post it on my dorm room wall in honor of my team lying on death’s door. The announcement adds to my depression at school.

3. Miraculously, the Expos escape contraction and play what is billed as their final season in Montreal in April 2002. Opening Day has them playing against the Florida Marlins – now owned by the man who abandoned the Expos, Jeffrey Loria. A walk-off Orlanda Cabrera single caps off a ninth inning comeback for Montreal and the dream of a playoff run to save baseball in Montreal is alive in my mind.

4. The Expos play rather competitively throughout the season. I am following them even more than ever before because I fear this is the final time I will experience a season with my team. In July 2002, I become very sick while traveling in Europe with friends. It turns out I have a kidney stone and I am rushed to a hospital in Juan-les-Pins, France. I call my mother in Montreal and despite the fear and pain running through my body I ask her, a Lebanese immigrant who has never seen a baseball game in her life, to go to the Expos website and read me some news. Shockingly, she begins to read that the Expos acquired all-star pitcher Bartolo Colon. They Expos were usually the ones traded away superstars not acquiring them. As she continues to read the article, perhaps with the emotions of the last 24 hrs finally catching up to me,  I begin to tear with the thought that this acquisition would help lead the Expos to the playoffs. I suddenly forget that I am in a hospital in France and all I can think about is how he will look in an Expos uniform.

5. My mom comes to France to visit me while in the hospital meaning I lose my connection to the team. I must now resort to my Egyptian born father for news – a man who had never opened a sports section in his life. After some explaining, I get my father to read me the recap of last night’s crucial Expos-Phillies game. He begins to tell me about Brad Wilkerson’s game-winning ninth inning home run. I can’t believe what is going on with my team. I am usually used to them being out of the playoff race by July but here they are acquiring all-stars and winning big games. All I can think about in throughout my hospital stay is about the triumphs of my team thousands of miles away. 10 days after I am admitted to the hospital, I finally pass my stone and the first thing I do is go to an Internet café to read about MY team. A week later, the Expos pull off another shocking trade. This time acquiring former Expos Cliff Floyd. Was this for real? Another big name coming to Montreal – not leaving? This was a very surreal moment as a longtime fan.

6. I finally return home that summer but still feeling the effects of my kidney stone. I need to see a doctor about it and even though I must take medical laxatives the night before I insist on attending a huge Expos-Dodgers game. Despite the fact that most of the game was spent in the bathroom, I was able to see Troy O’Leary hit shocking home run over native son Eric Gagne in the 8th inning. Unbelievable moment seeing the crowd turn on Gagne after giving him standing ovation and after noticing he had only given up one home run all year.

7. Expos falter down the stretch in 2002 but somehow return to Montreal for another ‘last season’ in 2003. This time they actually play better than the year before despite having to play 22 ‘home games’ in Puerto Rico. On my last game before having to return to school, I bring a camcorder to the game to record what might be my last ever Expos game. Brad Wilkerson hits a walk-off grand slam to keep out hopes alive and I capture it all on tap. A surreal moment.

8. The Expos sweep the Phillies on my first week back in school to be in a tie for Wild Card. Library story, being alone, listening to the games wishing I was there. ‘I believe’ call leads to tears, my team is back. After the 4 game series I drive home to be in my city for the Expos big 4 game series against the Marlins even though it is on the road. I just needed to be there. Unfortunately they are swept and their playoff hopes are dashed but that week wiped up the sadness I usually felt the first week of a long school year.

9. Shockingly, the Expos return for another ‘last season’ in 2004. Due to visa issues I am unable to return home for Spring Break (most kids went to Cancun, I go home). So, I decide to go to Spring Training to cover the Expos for my radio show. My first spring training would end up being their last. I have a huge afro which I grew out as part of hatred of the school and the broadcasting program. However, when I meet Frank Robinson he makes fun of my hair for while. This leads me to shaving my head the next and gaining Robinson’s respect for the rest of the week. I get to interview all the players and ask them how they feel about Montreal. If possible, my love for the team grows even more.

10. Finally, the day I had waited for so long arrives: Graduation day. While I would have loved to go home right after – my visa issues continue and I must stay an extra month in Syracuse. The Expos are not enjoying a good year at all as their entire nucleus is gone. Regardless, my depression about having to stay longer in Syracuse is soothed when I get to watch them over the internet. Finally, I get to go home and I can’t wait to go to every game for the rest of the year. Unfortunately, two days later I severely break my ankle and can not leave the house. The moment I am able to the first place I go to is Olympic Stadium with my younger sister and despite the excruciating pain I am experiencing I can not be any happier. Throughout the summer I get a bunch of random people to take me to games and it is great. Two months later I move to New York with the rumors stronger than ever that the Expos will move to DC in 2005. I am unable to attend last game in MTL because of work which is heartbreaking but luckily enough their final series is against the Mets at Shea. I go to all 3 games and each one is incredibly emotional. Game 3 is a stinker as they get killed but I will never forget moving over the Expos’ dugout for the ninth inning with hundreds of other diehards that had made the trip and just shouting “Let’s go Expos” all inning long. It felt like we were almost begging them to stay….and then it was over.

