A couple of random thoughts as week one of the NBA season comes to a close:
· The Bucks may be the most underrated team in the league. With a healthy T.J. Ford running the show, Michael Redd shooting the lights out, Bobby Simmons proving his worth and the large two-headed monster of Magloire and Bogut – this team may surprise a lot people. Just ask Philadelphia.

· Break-up the Bobcats! Obviously they are going to slow down but they have a very young and exciting team. If Brevin Knight can continue being the assist-machine that he is and Gerald Wallace continues his steady improvement this team will improve its wins by at least 15-20 games from last year. Sean May is also a very big boy and I wouldn’t want to get in his way.

· Speaking of surprise teams, how bout them Clippers? I think the Clips have a better chance to do something than the ‘Cats, but let’s be real here – it’s only week one. It will be interesting to see how Sam Cassell deals with this situation since he was pretty much exiled from Minnesota and is now in a contract year. So far so good.
· What’s with all the superstar injuries? First, Shaq goes down and now T-Mac is out for 3-4 weeks. I will continue to say that Antoine Walker on the Heat only spells trouble but now that Shaq is gone they do need that extra scorer. It didn’t take long, though, for Walker to piss off Dwyane Wade. Wade was seen screaming at Employee #8 during Thursday’s game against the Pacers.

· Speak of Indiana, I think they have as good a chance as the Pistons to reach the NBA Finals. They have been one the few teams in the league to bypass the rebuilding stage and continue going strong. Larry Bird deserves a lot of credit for continuing to add while not subtracting.
· The Raptors may be the worst team in the league. Actually, I think they are. Exactly when does the Rob Babcock/Sam Mitchell firing watch commence? I hate to beat a dead horse but they are undoubtedly the worst-run franchise in the world. I feel bad for Chris Bosh as he has to mire in anonymity while continuing to lose every game.

· If it hasn’t happened already, I think it is safe to say that LeBron James is one of the top five players in the league. He is just so good at everything and plays such a mature style of basketball. By the way, I think he is light-years away from ‘Melo.
· Welcome to the NBA, Smush Parker. Parker is the typical Phil Jackson role-player that turns into a star. Just ask Jud Buechler, Steve Kerr and John Paxson, among other.

· I don’t think the Sixers are as bad as everyone is making them out to be. Webber and Iverson need to get on the same page quickly or time will run out on that experiment. Plus, don’t forget they are missing Samuel Dalembert and he will help out a lot in the middle.

· I am so sick of seeing the same teams over and over again on TV. For those of us that live in the U.S.A, it seems as though we only get to see the Heat, Pacers, Nuggets, Lakers and Suns. Let’s switch things up a bit. A little Golden State Warriors action never hurt anyone.

· The Wizards don’t seem to have missed a beat despite losing Juan Dixon, Steve Blake and, most importantly, Larry Hughes. Gilbert Arenas keeps getting better and seems to have decided to shoot more which is good for me since he is on my fantasy team.

· Speaking of fantasy teams, if you want to know what a really good team looks like check out mine:

· PG – Gilbert Arenas
SG – Jason Richardson

G – Ray Allen

SF – Joe Johnson

PF – Chris Bosh

F – Lamar Odom

C – Tim Duncan

UTIL – Chris Paul

Bench – Luke Ridnour

Bench – Jamal Magloire

If anyone out there has a better team, let me know because I doubt it is possible.

· The Bulls aren’t anywhere close to where they were last year. I think they are the least improved team in the league
· And finally, you know I couldn’t leave without a mention of the Knicks. Am I surprised they are 0-3? Not really, I think it will take sometime for Larry Brown to find the right rotation. That being said, he needs to play the rookies more. They always bring the right kind of energy out there and never stop trying. But the most promising player has to be Trevor Ariza. Man, can that boy jump. 

In the meantime and in between time,

I’m out like Jumaine Jones from L.A.
Ariel “The Franchise” Helwani
Got something to say to the Franchise? Drop him a line at thefranchise@qball.ca
